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Preface

The activities, questions and exercises included in this novel study program are meant to
supplement the reading and enjoyment of this excellent novel. The program incorporates both
pre-reading and post-reading activities which address:

- Concept development

- Vocabulary enrichment

- Reading and writing skills

- Research and problem solving strategies.

A principal expectation of the unit is that students will develop their skills in reading, writing,
listening and oral communication, as well as in reasoning and critical thinking.

Links with the Common Core Standards (U.S.)

Many of the activities included in this curriculum unit are supported by the Common Core
Standards. For instance the Reading Standards for Literature, Grade 5, makes reference to
a) determining the meaning of words and phrases. . . including figurative language;

b) explaining how a series of chapters fits together to provide the overall structure;

c) determine how characters ... respond to challenges;

d) drawing inferences from the text;

e) determining a theme of astory ... and many others.

Students can work on the activities at their own pace. Every activity need not be completed by all
students. Most activities in this novel study have been designed for individual or small group
work. However, the Discussion and Creative Writing suggestions lend themselves to whole
group sharing, evaluation, and reflection. The number and variety of activities allow the teacher
much choice and discretion. Research components of the unit lend themselves to working in
collaboration with the school librarian.

Themes which are in integral part of the novel include:
- Ecology and the environment (northern Canada)
- Perseverance in the face of adversity

- Divorce.

Both the novel and this program can be utilized as part of a larger thematic unit of study.
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Possible Concepts Which Could be Taught From Hatchet

Listed below are several concepts which could be taught in conjunction with the novel.
The definitions are meant as suggestions - the teacher may wish to make alterations.

1.

2.

3/4.

5.

8/9.

10/11.

12.

13.

14.

15/16.

17.

18.

19.

CRISIS - a time of intense difficulty or danger

CHARACTER - the qualities of an individual which make that person distinctive
(different from others).

SETTING - that place and time in which a story or event takes place.

RESOURCES - something or someone to which one can turn to for help or support to
achieve one’s purpose.

CONFLICT - struggle between opposing forces or powers

PANIC - sudden and overpowering fear, especially when affecting a large number of
people at the same time

PERSEVERANCE - persistence in any purpose or enterprise in spite of discouraging
circumstances.

PATIENCE - the quality or habit of enduring with little complaint.
DISCOURAGEMENT - the disheartening or dampening of someone’s courage.
RESOLVE - to make up one’s mind to a course of conduct or action.

ENVIRONMENT - the collection of all external and internal conditions affecting the
existence, growth and welfare of organisms.

COINCIDENCE - a circumstance agreeing with another, often implying accident.

STRENGTH - the quality or property of being strong and able to sustain the
application of force without yielding or breaking.

SELF PITY - feeling of grief or pain awakened by one’s own misfortunes.

CLIMAX - a progressive increase in force throughout a rhetorical or musical passage
culminating at the close.



Student Exercises




Chapter 1

Vocabulary

The following Word Box identifies a number of words from Chapter One which may be new to
some readers. Look up the meaning of any unfamiliar words in the dictionary, then from the
sentences beneath the Word Box fill in the blank with the word which gives the correct meaning
to each sentence.

extension initial contract discomfort designed

consumed slewed stout complicated audible

9.

10.The hard airplane seats were a source of extreme

The airplane was so noisy that the pilot’s voicewas barely
The canoe was fastened to the trailer by a rope.
Anaircraftis___ tobrave the roughest weather.
Afteran___ burst of anger, Brian came to accept the fact.
The Cessna406 __ dangerously in the high winds.
Brian____ too many berries.

The pilot felt hischest ___ with a sharp pain.

The steering column becamean___ of his body.

The Secret made Brian’s life very

to all the passengers.

Literary Device

Personification is a device used by writers in which nonhuman objects are granted human
attributes. An example of personification can be found early in this Chapter. What object is being
personified? What mood does this device create?




Reading

1.  Why was conversation almost impossible during the plane trip?
2. Describe the pilot’s appearance and personality from what we already know of him.
3. In what town did the plane trip begin?
4.  What was Brian’s father’s profession?
5. Why do you think Brian objected to his mother referring to his father as his
father, rather than his dad?
6.  What did Brian mean when he said that having a hatchet in his belt would look hokey?
7.  Whatcrisis does Brian face at the very end of this chapter?
8. What details does the introduction establish about the setting and main character?




Activities

1. Pilot Interview.

Interview a person who has his/her pilot’s license and have the pilot briefly If-rl
explain the important instruments used in flying a plane and the general
procedure followed by the pilot when landing and taking off. Record your
interview by one of the following methods: a) audio/visual b) audio c) written.

v ey,

2. Charting the Route.

a) Although we aren’t told Brian’s exact destination, we do know the general area. Brian is going
to visit his father who is working on the oil fields in the Canadian Arctic (“on the tree line where the
tundra started and the forests ended”). From these two important clues, try to determine more
specifically the destination of Brian’s flight (i.e. which province or territory, and what specific
region of the province/territory?) You may wish to include a map showing Brian’s approximate
destination.

b) Calculate the approximate distance from Hampton, New York to Brian’s destination, and the
length of time his journey would take if he was flying at an average air speed of 80 mph (128
km/hr) (this includes stops). (The fact sheet for the Cessna T182 included with this Study Guide
might be of assistance in calculating the number of stops which would be necessary.) File a
possible flight plan to show your route including any possible refueling stops along the way.

3. Heart Attack: e
« ¥
-

a) List at least six things which happened to the pilot during his heart attack.

b) Either through investigating written material on the subject or by interviewing someone in the
medical field, find out what causes a heart attack, and what happens to the human body when a
heart attack occurs. Include any first aid measures which might be taken to assist someone
having such an attack. From your investigation, do you think the author’s description of the
pilot’s heart attack is realistic?




4. Engineering:

The story mentions that Brian’s father was a mechanical engineer. What are the responsibilities
of a mechanical engineer? In what possible fields would such an engineer work?

5. Cessna Fact Sheets.

Brian mentions that he is flying in a Cessna 406 airplane.

Check out the two accompanying Cessna fact sheets (p11-12). The Turbo A

Skylane (Model T182) is probably very similar to the plane in which Brian was /

a passenger. Select two criteria from each of the four categories given (Cruise,

Specifications, Takeoff and Landing) to compare the Turbo Skylane with the

Crusader (Model T303) using the Comparison Framework below. An example is shown.
Criteria Turbo Skylane Cessna Crusader

Number of Seats 4 6

10



T182—TURBO SKYLANE

PERFORMANCE
All performance figures are based on gross weight, standard sea level, no wind conditions, unless otherwise
zpecified.
SPECIFICATIONS
MNUmMBErof SBaLS . ..o iaivrreireirr et rbesien 4 Fuel Capacity (Usable). . ................... &6 gal
RampWeight .._...........ccvvvvn ... 31121bs ENging .. .. e e 235 hp
Max UsefulLoad .................... ... 1372 Ibs Baggage Allowance .. ................0.... 200 lbs
CRUISE
Mote: All range and endurance specifications allow a reserve of 45 minutes at stated power.
ServiceCelling.........................20,0001t Economy Performance {1D 000 Il}
Maximum Performance {10,000 ft) Cruise speed . TR AR i - kIS
BaNgE . e T 920 nm
CrulseSpeed _ ..., ...... ... ..a.oo.n 145 kis End
UTBIIDE ¢ coiiaiae w0 o3 bty b $505 5 8.4 hrs
Range .......... ¥ e e e T FHT Fuel Flow 8.9 aoh
(= 1 T T R ap g ey pep e eprpnys 1 11 | ;- Sl ket it A A R 2 9P
FuelFlow .............. veineaai e 143 gph
TAKEOFF LANDING
TakeoffGround Boll ... .. ..ooivi i iines Jan it Demonstrated Crosswind Velocity® ... ... ... 15 kis
OverS0ftobstacle . ... .. ..ocoioieen e, 1475 Approach Speeds
Ratg O GlIHMDB . o vin e s e ey 965 ftimin BB . vy i 0 s i s o T0-B0 kis
Climb Gradient ........ccvvuvvvans....BT0finm Flaps Down . , TP SR e |- 1 .
LandmgGmundel T ST LR (LA | Mo - | 3.
OverSOftObatacle. . ........coovvminnrenns 1350 ft

and landing was actually demonstrated durimg certification {ests. The valee shown & not considersd 10 be Hmiting.
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Demonstrated Grosswind Velocity is the velocity of the crosswind companent for which adequate controd of the airplane during takeot!



T303—CRUSADER

PERFORMANCE
All parformance figures are based on gross weight, standard sea level, no wind conditions, unless otherwise
specified.
SPECIFICATIONS
MumberofSeats ........cccoiveiiiiiainenns 6 Fuel Capacity (Usable). . .................. 153 gal
RampWeighl ... 0voniiiinninninnsss 5175 lbs Engines(two)..........0c0ieevinnienns 250 hp ea.
Max. Useful Load . .................. ... 1870 1bs Baggage Allowance . .. ................... 590 lbs
Remarks: Factory installed equipment may include weather radar,
CRUISE
Mote:  All range and endurance specifications allow a reserve of 45 minutes at stated power.
Barvlee Galling.. . v vssvrainniassnanin 25,000 it Economy Performance (10,000 ft)
SingleEngine.......... .. ... ... ..., 13,000 ft Cruisespesd ... ... ... ... .. ciia. 140 kts
Maximum Performance (10,000 ft) Range ...........ooiiivmniania, 1022 i
CruiseSpead . ... .. ...o.oooieeinin. 178 kts ENGUraNce .......ovvvrvareinennieness ?I. r:rs
e SRR A 835 nm FuelFlow ......0cviveivnrnnssnnes 110 lbahr
Endurance ............... — R
Fuel FIowW .. .. i 162 lbs/hr
TAKEOFF LANDING
Takeoff GroundRoll . ..................... 1275 ft Demonstrated Crosswind Velocity® ... ... .. 20 kis
Over50ftobstacle ..........c.0iiiiunnan 1750 ft Approach Speeds
Accelerate Stop Distance ................. J1B5ft FlapsUp .. oo eee o e 95 kts
Rateof ClimbdVy) .. .................. 1480 ftimin FlapsDown......ccviimeencisrans B85 kts
Single Engine (Vyse) .. ....... e 220 1timin Stall Speeds
Climb Gradient ., _......... . coveouinn, B71 ftinm FlapeUp .. ..o e 68 kis
SingleEnging . ... ... ...ooniinnnon. 135 Hinm Flaps Down . . ...ieiiimneiiimnninnsnns 62 kis
Landing Ground Raoll . ..... Qe B20ft
Over50ft Obstacle . .............. 1450 ft

Demonstrated Crosswind Velosity is the velocity of the crosswind component for which adequate control of the alrplane during takeaoff
and landing was actually demonstrated during certification tests. The value shown is net considered to be limiting
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Discussion

By brainstorming in groups of three or four students:

Compile a list of facts which you have learned about Brian.

Brian faces 2 crises in this chapter, his parents' divorce and the pilot's heart attack. Supposing

Brian survives the results of the pilot's heart attack without serious injury, which of these 2
events do you think might have a more long-lasting effect on his life? Defend your answer.

What do you think the real reason was for Brian hating judges and lawyers so much? What might
have been the root of this hatred?
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