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First Impressions

In your own words, how would you describe the people and culture of England?

How might the people and culture of England differ from that of your own country?
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The History of England

A Brief History of England:  England has been the home for a variety of people and civilizations for  thousands of years. Historians often 

regard the origin of England as occurring around the time that Roman rule ended and the Anglo-Saxons settled this region (5th Century AD). 

The Anglo-Saxons were a collection of various Germanic peoples who soon became the dominant powers in present-day England and southern 

Scotland. It was also these peoples who introduced the Old English language. Due to the successive raids of the Vikings after about 800 AD, the 

Kingdom of England finally emerged by the 10th Century as a defence against these invaders. In 1066 a Norman expedition invaded England 

and established the Norman Dynasty. For several centuries England found itself involved in wars with France and internal upheavals as various 

individuals sought the English throne. Beginning in 1485 under the Tutor and Stuart monarchs England became of a world colonial power. By 

1707 England had united with Wales and Scotland to form a new sovereign state called Great Britain. By the time of the Industrial Revolution 

(about 1760-1840 AD) Great Britain ruled a worldwide Empire, the largest in recorded history. Due to the rapid development of her colonies 

and England's heavy involvement in two 20th Century world wars, their overseas territories became independent countries. The influence of 

this remarkable little country, however, has without a doubt been unmatched by any other nation in modern history.  
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The Geography of England

The Regions of England (Subdivisions)

South East East of England Yorkshire and the Humber

London West Midlands East Midlands

North West South West North East
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The Geography of England

Regions (Subdivisions) Total Population Ten Most Populous Cities In England

South East 9,278,000 (2021 census) London (8,800,000)

London 8,800,000 (2021 census) Birmingham (1,157,603)

North West 7,417,000 (2021 census) Manchester (568,996)

East of England 6,335,000 (2021 census) Sheffield (556,500)

West Midlands 5,951,000 (2021 census) Bradford (546,976)

South West 5,701,000 (2021 census) Leeds (536,280)

Yorkshire and the Humber 5,481,000 (2021 census) Liverpool (496,770)

East Midlands 4,880,000 (2021 census) Bristol (479,024)

North East 2,647,000 (2021 census) Leicester (373,399)

Total Population 56,490,000 (2021 census)
London (8,800,000)

Coventry (345,324)
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The Monarchy of England

Kings and Queens of England

- Alfred The Great – (Unknown) 871 – October 26, 899
- Edward The Elder – October 26, 899 – July 17, 924
- Aelfweard – July 924 – August 3, 924 (Disputed)
- Aethelstan – (Unknown) 924 - October 27, 939
- Edmund I – October 28, 939 – May 26, 946
- Eadred – May 27, 946 – November 23, 955
- Eadwig – November 24, 955 – October 1, 959
- Edgar The Peaceful – October 2, 959 – July 8, 975
- Edward The Martyr – July 9, 975 – March 18, 978
- Aethelred The Unready – March 19, 978 – (Unknown) 1013
- Sweyn Forkbeard – December 25, 1013 – February 3, 1014
- Aethelred The Unready – February 3, 1014 – April 23, 1016
- Edmund Ironside – April 24, 1016 – November 30, 1016
- Cnut – October 18, 1016 – November 12, 1035
- Harthacnut – March 17, 1040 – June 8, 1042
- Edward The Confessor – June 9, 1042 – January 5, 1066
- Harold Godwinson – January 6, 1066 – October 14, 1066
- Edgar The Aetheling – October 15, 1066 – December 17, 1066
- William I – December 25, 1066 – September 9, 1087
- William II – September 26, 1087 – August 2, 1100
- Henry I – August 5, 1100 – December 1, 1135
- Stephen – December 22, 1135 – October 25, 1154
- Henry II – December 19, 1154 – July 6, 1189
- Richard I – September 3, 1189 – April 6, 1199
- John – April 6, 1199 – October 19, 1216
- Henry III – October 28, 1216 – November 16, 1272
- Edward I – November 20, 1272 – July 7, 1307
- Edward II – July 7, 1307 – January 25, 1327
- Edward III – January 25, 1327 – June 21, 1377
- Richard II – June 21, 1377 – September 29, 1399
- Henry IV – September 30, 1399 – March 20, 1413
- Henry V – March 20, 1413 – August 31, 1422

- Henry VI – August 31, 1422 – March 4, 1461
- Edward IV – March 4, 1461 – October 2, 1470
- Henry VI – October 30, 1470 – April 11, 1471
- Edward IV – April 11, 1471 – April 9, 1483
- Edward V – April 9, 1483 – June 25, 1483
- Richard III – June 26, 1483 – August 22, 1485
- Henry VII – August 22, 1485 – April 21, 1509
- Henry VIII – April 21, 1509 – January 28, 1547
- Edward VI – January 28, 1547 – July 6, 1553
- Mary I – July 19, 1553 – November 17, 1558
- Philip – July 25, 1554 – November 17, 1558
- Elizabeth I – November 17, 1558 – March 24, 1603
- James I – March 24, 1603 – March 27, 1625
- Charles I – March 27, 1625 – January 30, 1649
- Oliver Cromwell – December 16, 1653 – September 2, 1658 (Lord)
- Richard Cromwell – September 2, 1658 – May 7, 1659 (Lord)
- Charles II – May 29, 1660 – February 6, 1685 
- James II – February 6, 1685 – December 23, 1688 (Deposed)
- Mary II – February 13, 1689 – December 28, 1694
- William III – February 13, 1689 – March 8, 1702
- Anne – May 1, 1707 – August 1714
- George I – August 1, 1714 – June 11, 1727
- George II – June 11, 1727 – October 25, 1760
- George III – October 25, 1760 – January 29, 1820
- George IV – 29 January 1820 – 26 June 1830 
- William IV – June 26, 1830 – June 20, 1837 
- Victoria – June 20, 1837 – January 22, 1901
- Edward VII – January 22, 1901 – May 6, 1910
- George V – May 6, 1910 – January 20, 1936
- Edward VIII – January 20, 1936 – December 11, 1936
- George VI – December 11, 1936 – February 6, 1952
- Elizabeth II – February 6, 1952 – September 8, 2022
- Charles III - September 8, 2022 – Present Day
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The Government of England

Panorama image of Buckingham Palace in the nation's capital, London. 

Form of Government Constitutional monarchy

Ruling State The United Kingdom

Monarch King Charles III

Prime Minister Keir Starmer

National Anthem 'God Save The Queen'

Official Language(s) English (Regional language is Cornish)

Largest City London (8,800,000)

Capital City London

Population 56,490,000 (2021 census)

Land Area 130,279km2

Currency Pound sterling

Demonym British or English
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The House of Lords

Summary: The House of Lords is the higher chamber of England's parliament, composed of peers and bishops. Its main job is to 'double check' 

new laws to make sure they are fair and will work. There are currently 675 [unelected] members of the Lords. (Courtesy of the BBC) 
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The House of Commons

Summary: The House of Commons is the most powerful of England's parliamentary system. It has 659 members who are elected when the 

whole nation votes in a general election. The members are called MPs and are elected by people in their constituency.  (Courtesy of the BBC) 
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