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First Impressions

In your own words, how would you describe the people and culture of Canada?

How might the people and culture of Canada differ from that of your own country?
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The History of Canada

     A Brief History of Canada: The first people to call Canada home crossed the Bering Strait centuries ago from Asia. The first Europeans to 

land in Canada were the Vikings, who established a colony here in the 11th Century, which was later abandoned. This great new land remained 

a mystery to the rest of the world for almost 500 years until the English King, Henry VII, sent an expedition across the Atlantic to 

Newfoundland (1497).  A few years later (1534 and 1535-6) Jacques Cartier led two French expeditions to Canada.

     There were no permanent European settlements in Canada until the early 17th Century when another Frenchman, Samuel de Champlain 

founded New France. The English, however, were also interested in claiming this new country for their own and sent their own explorers to 

the northern frontiers of the continent. With the resulting  influx of English settlers conflict arose between the two European powers. This 

was settled by the Battle of the Plains of Abraham near Quebec City where the French army was defeated by General Wolfe of the English.  

     In the succeeding years the country continued to attract settlers from all over the world, including more than 40,000 Americans who moved 

to Canada after the American Revolution in the 1770s.  As more and more settlers arrived from Europe, the country continued to flourish and 

in 1867 four of its eastern provinces were granted independence from Britain and the nation of Canada was born. A coalition of the English 

and French led by Sir John A Macdonald and Sir George-Etienne Cartier made this possible. Additional provinces in the western part of the 

continent were added as a result of the completion of a railway linking the east and west coasts in 1885.  Canada continued to grow and 

prosper during the 20th Century, and contributed significantly to the Allied victories in both the First and Second World Wars.  Canada is 

currently a diversified and industrialized nation boasting a diverse population of more than 35 million people from all corners of the globe
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The Geography of Canada

The Provinces and Territories of Canada (Alphabetical Order) 9. Ontario

1. Alberta 5. Newfoundland and Labrador 10. Prince Edward Island

2. British Columbia 6. Northwest Territories 11. Quebec

3. Manitoba 7. Nova Scotia 12. Saskatchewan

4. New Brunswick 8. Nunavut 13. Yukon
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The Geography of Canada

Province/Territory Capital City Largest City

Alberta Edmonton Calgary

British Columbia Victoria Vancouver

Manitoba Winnipeg Winnipeg

Newfoundland and Labrador St. Johns St. Johns

New Brunswick Fredericton Saint John

Northwest Territories Yellowknife Yellowknife

Nova Scotia Halifax Halifax

Nunavut Iqaluit Iqaluit

Ontario Toronto Toronto

Prince Edward Island Charlottetown Charlottetown 

Saskatchewan Regina Saskatoon

Quebec Quebec City Montreal

Yukon Whitehorse Whitehorse

Ten Largest Cities In Canada

1 Toronto, Ontario 2,794,356 (2021 census)

2 Montreal, Quebec 1,762,949 (2021 census)

3 Calgary, Alberta 1,306,784 (2021 census)

4 Ottawa, Ontario 1,017,449 (2021 census)

5 Edmonton, Alberta 1,010,899 (2021 census)

6 Winnipeg, Manitoba 749,607  (2021 census)

7 Mississauga, Ontario 717,961(2021 census)

8 Vancouver, British Columbia 662,248 (2021 census)

9 Brampton, Ontario 656,480 (2021 census)

10 Hamilton, Ontario 569,353 (2021 census)
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The Government of Canada

Panorama image of Parliament Hill in the nation's capital, Ottawa. 

Form of Government Federal parliamentary democracy under constitutional monarchy.

Monarch King Charles III (United Kingdom)

Prime Minister Mark Carney

Governor General Mary Simon

National Anthem “O Canada”

Official Language(s) English, French

Largest City Toronto

Capital City Ottawa

Population 41,528,680 (2025 census)

Land Area 9,984,670 km2 (3,854,085 sq mi) 

Currency Canadian Dollar (CDN)

Demonym Canadian (or Aboriginal Canadian)
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The Prime Ministers of Canada

Full Name Date of Birth Date of Death Political Party Time In Office

John Alexander Macdonald January 11, 1815 June 6, 1891 Liberal-Conservative July 1, 1867 – November 5, 1873

Alexander Mackenzie January 28, 1822 April 17, 1892 Liberal-Reform November 7, 1873 – October 8, 1878

John Alexander Macdonald January 11, 1815 June 6, 1891 Liberal-Conservative October 17, 1878 – June 6, 1891

John Abbott March 12, 1821 October 30, 1893 Liberal-Conservative June 16, 1891 – November 24, 1892

John Thompson November 10, 1845 December 12, 1894 Liberal-Conservative December 5, 1892 – December 12, 1894

Mackenzie Bowell December 27, 1823 December 10, 1917 Conservative December 21, 1894 – April 27, 1896

Charles Tupper July 2, 1821 October 30, 1915 Conservative May 1, 1896 – July 8, 1896

Wilfred Laurier November 20, 1841 February 17, 1919 Liberal July 11, 1896 – October 6, 1911

Robert Laird Borden June 26, 1854 June 10, 1937 Conservative October 10, 1911 – October 11, 1917

Robert Laird Borden June 26, 1854 June 10, 1937 Conservative October 12, 1917 – July 10, 1920

Arthur Meighen June 16, 1874 August 5, 1960 Conservative July 10, 1920 – December 29, 1921

William L. Mackenzie King December 17, 1874 July 22, 1950 Liberal December 29, 1921 – June 28, 1926

Arthur Meighen June 16, 1874 August 5, 1960 Conservative June 29, 1926 – Sept 25, 1926

William L. Mackenzie King December 17, 1874 July 22, 1950 Liberal September 25, 1926 – August 7, 1930

Richard Bedford Bennett July 3, 1870 June 26, 1947 Conservative August 7, 1930 – October 23, 1935

William L. Mackenzie King December 17, 1874 July 22, 1950 Liberal October 23, 1935 – November 15, 1948

Louis Stephen St. Laurent February 1, 1882 July 25, 1973 Liberal November 15, 1948 – June 21, 1957

John George Diefenbaker September 18, 1895 August 16, 1979 Progressive-Conservative June 21, 1957 – April 22, 1963

Lester Bowles Pearson April 23, 1897 December 27, 1972 Liberal April 22, 1963 – April 20, 1968

Pierre Elliot Trudeau October 18, 1919 September 28, 2000 Liberal April 20, 1968 – June 3, 1979

Joe Clark June 5, 1939 Not Deceased Progressive-Conservative June 4, 1979 – March 2, 1980

Pierre Elliot Trudeau October 18, 1919 September 28, 2000 Liberal March 3, 1980 – June 29, 1984

John Turner June 7, 1929 September 19, 2020 Liberal June 30, 1984 – September 16, 1984
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The Prime Ministers of Canada

Full Name Date of Birth Date of Death Political Party Time In Office

Brian Mulroney March 20, 1939 February 29, 2024 Progressive-Conservative September 17, 1984 – June 24, 1993

Kim Campbell March 10, 1947 Not Deceased Progressive-Conservative June 25, 1993 – November 3, 1993

Jean Chretien January 11, 1934 Not Deceased Liberal November 4, 1993 – December 11, 2003

Paul Martin August 28, 1938 Not Deceased Liberal December 12, 2003 – February 5, 2006

Stephen Harper April 30, 1959 Not Deceased Conservative February 6, 2006 – November 3, 2015

Justin Trudeau December 25, 1971 Not Deceased Liberal November 4, 2015 – March 14, 2025

Mark Carney March 16, 1965 Not Deceased Liberal April 28, 2025 – Current Incumbent

The House of Commons located in Ottawa, Ontario.
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The Economy of Canada

Summary: Crude oil is Canada's largest export, followed by the manufacturing of vehicles. Much of the Canadian economy is based on mining and 

parts manufacturing, however, tourism and small businesses still play a significant role in the growth of the Canadian economy. 

Mining Farming

Mining is one of Canada's primary With more than 200,000 working 

industries, and remains one of the farms across the country, Canada is 

world's leading mining countries. one of the world's largest crop

Primary resources include silver, producers. Primary crops include 

gold, nickel, diamonds, iron, zinc, wheat, mustard seed, rape seed, 

copper, coal, platinum and potash. oat, barley, and blueberries.

Manufacturing Forestry

Despite declining numbers over Canada has the largest lumber 

the years, there are still a number industry in the world, including  

of manufacturing plants in Canada the production of pine, oak, birch,

that drive the economy forward. maple, aspen, and poplar wood.

Such plants include Toyota, General Pulp and paper mills also play an

Motors, Ford and Bombardier. important role in the economy.

Oil & Gas Technology

Canada has the third largest oil and Canada has made a number of 

gas reserves in the world, totalling significant achievements in the 

more than 172 million barrels. field of technology, including the

The majority of Canada's oil is found design of the 'Canadarm' remote

in Alberta, with the remainder in manipulator system supposedly 

Saskatchewan and Newfoundland. used on several NASA missions.

Learn more about the economy of Canada by visiting the following informative website: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_Canada
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